PROFESSOR MAHENDRA PRASAD SINGH
Brief Curriculum Vitae
Born on 2 November 1943 in Bihar state, India


Studied at Patna University (B A Hons. 1962 and M A 1964) and University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada (M A 1972 and Ph D 1975). Taught at Magadh University, Bodh Gaya (1964-1978) as a Lecturer and at University of Delhi as a Reader (1978-1979) and as a Professor of Political Science (1980-2008). He was also the Head of the Department of Political Science (1984-87) and Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences during 1986-87 at the University of Delhi. Also served as a Director (Research and Publications) in the Indian Council of Social Science Research, New Delhi (1979-1980), when Rajni Kothari was the Chairman and T N Madan the Member Secretary of the Council. 

Majored in Comparative and South Asian Politics in the Ph D programme and wrote a dissertation Split in a Predominant a Party:  Indian National Congress in 1969 (1975). Developed special aptitude for (a) Philosophy of Science and (b) Principles of Research Design and Analysis during taking these two courses that were required ones in the Ph D programme. Taught philosophy of social science and research methods at the Delhi University Political Science Department for about 25 years. 


Has authored/coauthored and edited/co-edited more than a dozen books and more than 50 research papers in professional journals in India and abroad. 


Recent books include Democracy, Development and Discontent in South Asia (coedited with Veena Kukreja) (New Delhi: Sage, 2008); Indian Politics: Constitutional Foundations and Institutional Functioning (coauthored with Rekha Saxena) (New Delhi: Prentice-Hall, 2nd edition 2011);  1st edition (2008)  translated into Korean by Sojin Shin and published in Seoul. 2nd edition translated into Hindi to be published soon);  Indian Judiciary and Politics: The  Changing Landscape (coedited with B D Dua and Rekha Saxena) (New Delhi: Manohar, 2007), Pakistan: Democracy, Development and Security Issues (coedited with Veena Kukreja) (New Delhi: Sage, 2005);  India at the Polls: Parliamentary Elections in the Federal Phase (coauthored with Rekha Saxena) ( New Delhi: Orient Longman, 2003); Indian Federalism in the New Millennium (coedited with B D Dua) (New Delhi: Manohar, 2003); Coalition Politics in India: Problems and Prospects (coedited with Anil Mishra) (New Delhi:  Manohar, 2004), and  Indian Political System (coedited with Himanshu Roy) (Delhi: Manak, 2014, 4rth edition) (its 3rd edition translated into Hindi and published by Delhi University Hindi Medium Implementation Directorate in 2013). An earlier work Split in a Predominant Party: The Indian National Congress in 1969 published by Abhinav Publications in 1981is also available online as a Google eBook. He also authored Vigyan ka Darshan aur Rajniti (New Delhi: Vani Prakashan, 1994), sponsored by the K K Birla Foundation, New Delhi. 


Professor Singh has participated in several national and international conferences. Recently he was contracted as country co-coordinator by the Forum of Federations, Ottawa, on a Global Dialogue Programme on the theme of Intergovernmental Relations. Professor Singh`s recent contributions  to  anthologies are ‘Transformation of the Indian Political Party System,’ in Achin Vanaik and Rajeev Bhargava (eds.), Understanding India: Critical Perspectives (New Delhi: Orient Blackswan, 2010);  ‘Administrative Reforms in India,’ in Meghna Sabharwal and Evan Berman, eds. Public Administration in South Asia: India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan, New York: CRC Press: Taylor & Francis Group, 2013, also published in The Indian Journal of Public Administration, vol. LVII, no. 4, October-December 2012; ‘Impact of Neoliberalism on Indian Polity,’ in Alternative Survey Group, Indian Political Economy Association, Alternative Economic Survey, India 2011, New Delhi: Yuva Samvad Prakashan, January, 201 (coauthored with Krishna Murari), pp. 155-58;  ‘Whither the Indian Republic? Representative versus Direct Democracy,’ in Manindra NathThakur and Dhananjay Rai, eds. Democracy on the Move? Reflections on Moments, Promises and Contradictions, Delhi: Aakar Books, 2013; also published in the Journal of Social and Political Studies, vol. IV (1);  ‘Intergovernmental Relations in India: From Centralization to Decentralization,’ (coauthored with Rekha Saxena) in John Kincaid, General Editor, Cheryl Saunders and Johanne Poirier, Editors, Global Dialogue on Federalism: Intergovernmental Relations, Sponsored by Forum of Federations, Ottawa, Oxford University Press Canada, forthcoming.

The most recent books are Indian Federalism: An Introduction (Foreword by Ronald L Watts) (New Delhi: National Book Trust India, 2011, reprint 2013); Federalizing Indian Politics in the Age of Globalization (Coauthored with Rekha Saxena) (Delhi: Primus Books,  2013); Federalism in South Asia (coauthored with Veena Kukreja) (New Delhi: Routledge,  2013); Parliament of India: The Changing Landscape (coedited with B D Dua and Rekha Saxena) (New Delhi: Manohar, 2014); and State Politics in India (coedited with Himanshu Roy) (Delhi: Primus Books, forthcoming). Among recent most notable chapters in a book is ‘Intergovernmental Relations in India: From Centralization to Decentralization,’ in John Kincaid, General Editor, Cheryl Saunders and Johanne Poirier, Editors, Global Dialogue on Federalism: Intergovernmental Relations, Sponsored by Forum of Federations, Ottawa, Oxford University Press Canada, forthcoming; ‘Keynote’ in Nidhi Sinha and Shefali Roy, eds. Women’s Rights Are Human Rights: Role of Non-State Actors, Patna: Patna Women’s College Publications, 2013: XIV-XXVII.

The most recent papers published in journals are ‘Accountability in Intergovernmental Polity,’ Management in Government (New Delhi), (Special Issue on Accountability in Governance), vol. XLIII, no. 1, April-June 2011; ‘Elections and Party System in India: Federalization of the Polity,’ Think India Quarterly (New Delhi), vol.15, no. 1, January-March 2012, pp. 1-42; ‘Women`s Rights as Human Rights,’ Journal of Social and Political Studies, vol. III, no. 1, June 2012, pp.89-96;  ‘Party Systems in Parliamentary Federal Canada and India’ (coauthored with Krishna Murari), Think India Quarterly, vol. 15, no. 3, July-September, 2012, pp. 21-56; ‘Supreme Court of India as a Constitutional Court,’ Think India Quarterly, vol. 15. No. 4, October-December, 2012, pp. 67-83; ‘Bharatiya Shashan Paddhati men Sanghatmakta ka Daur,’ Lok Prashashan (IIPA, New Delhi), vol. 4, no. 1, July-December, 2012, 149-163; ‘Federalization of a Predominantly Parliamentary System,’ Bihar Journal of Political Science (Patna), vol. 2, no. 1, January-June, 2013, pp. 42-66; and ‘Federalism, Nationalism, and Multiculturalism in India,’ Indian Journal of Federal Studies, vol. xii, no. 1, 2012, pp. 15-32; ‘Regulatory Adjustments to Neoliberal Reforms: Partial Privatization and Globalization of India`s Telecom Sector,’ Journal of Constitutional and Parliamentary Studies, vol. 46, no. 3-4, July-December, 2012, pp. 163-175, (coauthored with Niraj Kumar).

Professor Singh has published in leading refereed journals in India and abroad like the Economic and Political Weekly (Mumbai), Asian Survey (California),  Pacific Affairs (Vancouver), Publius: The Journal of Federalism (Philadelphia),  India Review (Bloomington),  Indian Journal of Social Science (ICSSR/Sage) /Indian Social Science Review (ICSSR/Sage), The Indian Historical Review (ICHR/Motilal Banarsidas/Sage), Seminar (New Delhi), Contemporary India (NMM & Library/ Teenmurti, New Delhi), etc. He is on the members of the advisory/editorial boards of the Journal of Social and Political studies, Punjab Journal of Politics, Bihar Journal of Political Science,  Pacific Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, and Review of Politics.

His current research interests include parliamentary-federalism and democracy, party system, constitutional studies and judicial behavior in Indian and comparative perspectives. 

Professor Singh is currently an Honorary Senior Fellow and Director of Research at the Centre for Multilevel Federalism, Institute of Social Sciences, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi. He has reviewed papers submitted for publication in refereed journals like the PUBLIUS: The Journal of Federalism (Philadelphia), the leading journal in the field of comparative federal theory and practice in the world. He recently served as a member of the Advisory Board for the integrated M A/M Phil/Ph D programmes on Public Policy and Governance at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Hyderabad, India, and a member of the Board of Studies, Galgotias University, Greater Noida. He has frequently been visiting faculty to the National Law University, New Delhi, Allahabad Central University, Allahabad, and H N Bahuguna Garhwal Central University, Srinagar, Uttarakhand.

A Festschrift Varieties of Federal Governance: Major Contemporary Models, edited by Rekha Saxena, Foreword by George Anderson, then the President of the Forum of Federations, Ottawa, (New Delhi: Foundation Books/Cambridge University Press, 2011), to honour Professor M P Singh to which leading experts of federalism around the world have contributed chapters on what  they consider as the distinctive and most notable recent developments in their respective federal political systems was released at the University of Delhi in Autumn 2012.

Professor Singh recently participated in an international workshop on The 2014 General Elections and the Future of Centre-State Relations in India at the University of Edinburgh in the UK, on 27-28 May, 2014, a roundtable as part of the Leverhulme International Network Seminar on Continuity and Change in Indian Federalism. Previously, he participated in numerous international seminars in Indian and comparative politics on political parties and elections and federalism in India and abroad, including at the Institute of Intergovernmental Relations at the Queen`s University, Canada, held in Ottawa, 2000; at the University of California, Los Angeles, USA, 1987; University of Paris, France, in 1979; at the University of Melbourne, Australia, in 2004 ; in the third International Conference on Federalism sponsored by the Forum of Federations, at the European Parliament, in Brussels, Belgium, in 2005, and in the forth one in the Vigyan Bhawan,  New Delhi, in 2007; in an interdisciplinary international seminar on ethnicity and politics at the University of Lethbridge, in Alberta, Canada in 2008; in the post-Constituent Assembly international seminar in Kathmandu, Nepal, in 2008; and Asian Identity and Values in the run-up to the Asian Games (2014) in  Korean National Council on UNESCO, in Inchen, South Korea in 2010.

  E-mail contact:   profmpsingh@gmail.com
Postal Address: 34, Uttaranchal Apt.
                          5, IP Extension (Patparganj)

                          Delhi 110092

Telephone No. +91-9910327394 (M) / +91-11-22731910 (Home)

